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To ensure cleaner lands through waste site clean-ups and continuous monitoring, the President's budget provides:


A total of $210 million for Brownfields cleanup, a $40 million - 24 percent increase over the 2004 Consolidated Appropriations legislation level. The funding includes an increase for grants and loans to fund clean up of lightly contaminated sites. 


$1.4 billion for the Superfund, a $124 million -10 percent increase over the 2004 Consolidated Appropriations legislation level. This increase reflects a 48 percent boost targeted for the Superfund's remedial program, which will allow for 8-12 additional construction starts in 2005 and for a similar number of additional completions by 2006.


A $26 million - 217 percent increase over the 2004 Consolidated Appropriations legislation level to strengthen EPA's partnership with the States to monitor underground storage tanks. Recognizing that States have primary responsibility for monitoring tanks, issuing permits and enforcing regulations, the additional grant money will provide funds for States to inspect a larger universe of federally regulated underground storage tanks on a more frequent basis as they continue to administer the Underground Storage Tank Program under delegated authority from EPA.


To ensure strong and efficient regulatory, research and enforcement activities, and improved collaboration with states through grant programs, the President's budget provides:


$4.4 billion — the highest level in EPA history — $33 million, or one percent, above the 2004 budget. The Operating Program consists of EPA's core regulatory, research and enforcement activities and state program grants.


$1.25 billion for EPA categorical State grants, the highest level in EPA history. This $84 million- 7 percent increase will provide additional resources to States and tribes to run their core environmental programs. Included within this total is a new $23 million State and Tribal Performance Fund which will award competitive grants for projects that can demonstrate environmental and public health outcomes.��For more information visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/ocfo/" �http://www.epa.gov/ocfo/� and follow the link to the FY 2005 Budget.


�





From the desk of the President





Dear Fellow CHMMs.





	Welcome to the start of another fabulous year.  I am very excited to serve as President for the 2004 calendar year. I look forward another successful year for this CHMM Chapter. Our past President did a wonderful job and it is my goal to  build off of the momentum established by the previous leadership. 





	Our first meeting is February 9th. I look forward to seeing all of you all at this chapter meeting as we kick off the year. With the assistance of a talented group of board members and continued participation from the Chapter we will build on our recognition as a chapter of excellence. 





	As was the case in 2003, we will have 5 chapter meetings and one review course. I challenge everyone to get involved with the Georgia Chapter.  We always have a need for new membership and increased participation whether it be through public speaking, volunteering, Administration, Organization or simply just to help one of the committee chairs.  The most important thing you can do for our chapter is Promote the accreditation. 





I urge everyone to ask not what the CHMM Chapter can do for your but what you can do for the CHMM Chapter. Be proud of being a CHMM!





LaDonna Sawyer, CHMM


President


2003 GACHMM Meetings


February - 9


Atlanta -Hilton North East


5993 Peachtree Industrial Blvd North


Norcross


6:00 p.m.


See directions and menu in attachments





April 5, 2004


June 7, 2004


September 6, 2004


November 8, 2004


 


NATIONAL ACHMM NEWS:





New Partnership for ACHMM Members


Government Institutes, one of the leading publishers of Environmental, Health & Safety compliance resources, widely distributes its Environmental Health & Safety Regulatory Monitoring Service With this service, subscribers get immediate web access to all the EH&S CFRs, the most current Federal Register updates, a daily "quick scan" e-mail notification of any new regulations, and a weekly e-mailed "Legal Commentary" by a premier Washington D.C. law firm. Now, in a special partnership arrangement with ACHMM, this handy compliance service is available in an "ACHMM Special Edition" -- exclusively for ACHMM members. The annual cost is $695.


CHMM: Professional Membership in ASSE


The CHMM certification was recently approved for the highest level of membership within the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE). It is easy to join ASSE using the online membership application at � HYPERLINK "http://www.asse.org" �www.asse.org�. ��ASSE membership includes: 





a networking base of 30,000 members 


monthly subscription to ASSE’s award winning Professional Safety Journal 


discounts on leading-edge professional development programs 


access to ASSE’s members only web site 


practice specialty groups for specific industries/areas of practice 


NATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:�( Call for papers for the ACHMM 2004 National Conference in Las Vegas


( National Cyber Chapter is officially operational with new 2004 officers























Official Guidelines for future GACHMM Speakers





To continually improve the quality of the CHMM Review Course, held in conjunction with Kennesaw State University’s continuing education department, guidelines have been established for review course speakers and presentations. The new policy list 12 key guidelines that address such topics as:  criteria for the speakers, preferential treatment, time and presentation requirements, presentation format, and compensation prohibition. John Scarano, The Review Course Chair, wished to thank the chapter for it’s participation in the course. With the continued dedication and support from the chapter the review course will continue to grow and be a success. For further question or concerns regarding the policy contact John Scarano at (770) 434- 9500.


 


  CHAPTER ANNOUCEMNTS:





Dave Carey, National ACHMM President, on February 26th, will be meeting with the GACHMM Board.  If there are any issues you would like us to bring up with him, please pass them along to the board and we will make sure to report back to you what he had to say.  This is a valuable meeting and a great opportunity to build ties and communication lines with National.


 We apologize if everyone did not receive the message in time for the 2/2 cancellation.  Such information will be posted on the GA ACHMM web page (� HYPERLINK "http://gachmm.tripod.com/" �http://gachmm.tripod.com/�) 


This chapter will begin doing feature stories of individuals, companies or organizations that excel in their field. If you know of anyone or would like to pass a recommendation forward it to Mike Washington @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:mike.washington@ecolab.com" ��mike.washington@ecolab.com� or call (770) 954-4519.
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FY 2005 Budget Empowers Agency to Accelerate Environmental Protection





President Bush's 2005 budget provides $7.76 billion for the Environmental Protection Agency, a�$133 million increase over the 2004 budget request. EPA Administrator Mike Leavitt joined by key Agency officials, announcing the budget at a Washington, D.C. news briefing today, expressed pleasure with the resources being provided to the Agency.��"With the President's budget, we can increase the velocity of environmental protection -- protecting our land, cleaning our air and cleansing our water -- efficiently, effectively and without impairing the economy," Leavitt said. "We are adopting better ways – facilitating collaboration, harnessing technology, creating market incentives – and we are committed to measuring progress, not process."


To build on the progress in protecting children's health and the successful national partnership to reduce emissions from school buses, the President's budget provides an increase in funding, from $5 million to $65 million, for the Clean School Bus USA program.


To ensure cleaner, safer water, the President's budget provides:


$45 million for the Great Lakes Legacy Program, almost five times the 2004 level of $10million, for sediment remediation located at as many as six sites, helping to keep toxics such as PCBs and heavy metals from entering the food chain, where they may cause adverse effects on human health and the environment.


$25 million for the Targeted Watersheds Program, a $10 million - 67 percent increase over the 2004 Consolidated Appropriations legislation level, allowing for competitive grants to communities to implement watershed protection and restoration plans and funding a $10 million regional pilot program to help publicly-owned treatment works implement nonpoint source projects to comply with nutrient discharge limits in the Chesapeake Bay.


$20 million for a new water-quality monitoring initiative to provide $17 million in grants and $3 million in technical assistance to help States and Tribes develop and implement statistically representative water quality monitoring programs. This consistency across programs will eventually allow EPA to make a national determination of water quality and ensure resources target the highest priority problems.











ASK THE CHMM? TWO QUESTIONS?





WHAT IS DOT EMPTY? And WHAT ARE THE FUTURE ENFORCEMENT PRIORITY AREAS FOR THE EPA 





According to � HYPERLINK "http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=8693894daf621e2e4a66e5bd527ff127&rgn=div8&view=text&node=49:2.1.1.3.8.2.25.12&idno=49" �49 CFR 173.29�, an empty packaging meets one of the following conditions:





The packaging is unused, 


The packaging is sufficiently cleaned of residue and purged of vapors to remove any potential hazard, 


The packaging is refilled with a material that is not hazardous to such an extent that any residue remaining in the packaging no longer poses a hazard, 


The packaging contains residue of specifically allowable hazardous materials listed in � HYPERLINK "http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=8693894daf621e2e4a66e5bd527ff127&rgn=div8&view=text&node=49:2.1.1.3.8.2.25.12&idno=49" �49 CFR 173.29(b)(iv)�. 





An empty package must have all markings, labels, and placards removed, obliterated, or securely covered in transportation. However, this does not apply to packagings in a transport vehicle or freight container if the packaging is not visible in transportation and the packaging is loaded by the shipper and unloaded by the shipper or consignee.





Any packaging that is NOT empty must be offered for transportation and transported in the same manner as when it previously contained a greater quantity of hazardous material. That is, the packaging must have all of the appropriate marks, labels, placards, accompanying shipping papers, and emergency response information.


……………………………………………………………….


Current priorities for enforcement activities include:


·    Storm water, New source review, and  Air toxics maximum achievable control technology (MACT) standards).


Areas that EPA suggests for future enforcement focus include:


·    Underground storage tanks,  Asbestos, Financial responsibility,  Ports of entry,  Auto salvaging, Mineral processing, and  Fuel handling facilities.


Final priority selections will be incorporated into the EPA’s Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Work Planning Guidance, which provides national program direction for all EPA Regional offices. These priorities will also affect implementation of the enforcement and compliance goals and objectives outlined in the EPA Strategic Plan.


The agency was supposed to have received comments and recommendations on or before January 12, 2004 but is still accepting recommendations.








GUEST SPEAKER BIO





Colin Kiefer is a Pollution Prevention Engineer at the Pollution Prevention Assistance Division. He was formerly employed with Amoco Fabrics and Fibers Company (AFFC) in Seneca, South Carolina as the Plant Environmental Coordinator. Colin provided assistance on environmental compliance reporting and on-site solid and hazardous waste management, coordination of off-site waste stream recycling, and facilitation of all waste minimization activities.


Colin has a Bachelors degree in Civil Engineering from Bradley University. During his senior year at Bradley University, Colin worked with the Greater Peoria Sanitary District to develop a conceptual design of a secondary treatment process for the removal of ammonia-nitrogen. In addition, he worked as an intern at Bradley University's Industrial Assessment Center, a Department of Energy program, performing waste minimization assessments for various manufacturers.


Colin earned a Masters of Science in Environmental Engineering from Clemson University in May 1999. His graduate school concentration was waste management and pollution prevention. With guidance from the Department of Environmental Engineering and Science at Clemson University, Colin completed a 10-month pollution prevention project for the AFFC Seneca Plant.
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August  2004 – Las Vegas





Coming in 2004


(  Interviews with Top Regulatory Officials


( More community and industry input.


( Personal Feature Stories
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