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“ASK THE CHMM”

What are polybrominated biphenyls (PBBs) and polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs)?

PBBs and PBDEs are synthetic organic compounds found in plastics used in a variety of consumer products (computer monitors, televisions, textiles, plastic foams, etc.) to make them difficult to burn.  Because they are mixed into plastics rather than bound to them, they can leave the plastic and find their way into the environment.

Since 1976, PBBs are no longer manufactured in the US, but production of PBDEs has continued to the present.  Trade names of some commercial PBB mixtures include FireMaster BP-6( and FireMaster FF-1(.  Trade names of some PBDE commercial mixtures include BromKal 70-5DE(, Tardex 50L(, and Saytex 115(.  

Are PBBs and PBDEs harmful to humans?

Most of what is known about the health effects of PBBs in humans comes from an accidental exposure that occurred in the early 1970s.  In 1973, an animal feed mill facility in Michigan accidentally mixed FireMaster FF-1( into animal feed.  The contaminated feed was distributed and contaminated a large number of farm animals.  People were exposed to PBBs for several months when they ate meat, milk, and eggs from contaminated animals.  Residents complained of nausea, loss of appetite, joint pain, fatigue, irritability and weakness.

Can PBBs and PBDEs cause cancer?

Based upon the findings in animals, the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) determined that PBBs might reasonably anticipate being carcinogens.  The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) has determined that PBBs are possible carcinogens.

It is not known whether PBDEs cause cancer in humans.  The EPA has classified decabromodiphenyl ether as a possible human carcinogen.

John Scarano, CHMM







CHMM Symposium Is a Success!


Tom Harper


On January 31, 2003, the Georgia and Magnolia Chapters held the third Annual Joint Symposium.  Six speakers made presentations on topics ranging from due diligence to innovative remediation methods.  Approximately twenty people from the Georgia and Magnolia Chapters attended the Symposium.  We are in the planning stages for the 2004 Symposium.  You can look for a call for papers in the late summer/early fall.    


�





2003 GACHMM Meeting Schedule:


March 24th:      Atl NE Hilton, Norcross, GA: 6 pm�May 19th:           Atl NE Hilton, Norcross, GA: 6 pm


September 15th: Atl NE Hilton, Norcross, GA: 6 pm�November 17th:  Atl NE Hilton, Norcross, GA: 6 pm


 


For Directions to the meeting place and RSVP form refer to the additional attachments to this newsletter.





�


EPA delays NPDES permit deadline for oil and gas construction activity


SUMMARY: This action postpones until March 10, 2005, the requirement to obtain National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) storm water permit for oil and gas construction activity that disturbs one to five acres of land. On December 8, 1999 (64 FR 68722), EPA published a final rule expanding the then-existing NPDES permitting program to require permit coverage by March 10, 2003 for, among other things, construction sites that disturb one to five acres. As part of that rulemaking, EPA assumed that few, if any, oil and gas exploration, production, processing, or treatment operations or transmission facilities would be affected by the rule. Since rule promulgation, EPA has become aware that close to 30,000 oil and gas sites per year may be affected by the December 8, 1999, storm water regulations.


The two-year postponement of the deadline from March 10, 2003, to March 10, 2005, will allow time for EPA to analyze and better evaluate: the impact of the permit requirements on the oil and gas industry; the appropriate best management practices for preventing contamination of storm water runoff resulting from construction associated with oil and gas exploration, production, processing, or treatment operations or transmission facilities; and the scope and effect of 33 U.S.C. 1342 (l)(2) and other storm water provisions of the Clean Water Act.


 








From the desk of the President





Dear Fellow CHMMs.


	


	I am proud to say that this year has started with a bang. In January we had an enjoyable chapter meeting with over 35 attendees. Marla Prince, with the RBRC spoke with us about the recyclable battery industry. 


	On January 31st, led by the leadership of Tom Harper, the Georgia Chapter hosted a joint symposium at the Century Center in conjunction with the Magnolia chapter. With approximately 24 attendees, the event was a success. Those who attended were treated to topics ranging from storm water to due diligence. It was informative and a great time to network with other CHMMs. Thank you Tom Harper for your hard work and diligence to put that together for the Georgia Chapter.


	This month, I am pleased to announce that GA CHMM members, Stephanie Horwitz and Tom Ferguson, with Delta Airlines will be speaking at our March 24th meeting.  These two individuals help direct the Delta Airlines Dangerous Goods Management department and will share there interesting career experiences and procedures with chapter. I encourage you all to attend and hear them speak. 


	Lastly, as a reminder, please always check the website. We are constantly updating things on the Web in an effort to promote our chapter. If you run into another fellow CHMM, encourage them to get active in our chapter.  See you all at the March meeting.





Sincerely,


Jeff A, Rothwell


feel free to contact me. 


 I am excited to serve as your President this year. 





OFFICERS


President


Jeff Rothwell, CHMM �Greenleaf Env. Group �Ph: (678) 714-8420, Ext. 221 �� HYPERLINK "mailto:jrothwell@greenleafenvironmental.com" �jrothwell@greenleafenvironmental.com� 


�President Elect


LaDonna Sawyer, CHMM �Ph: (404) 791-2973�� HYPERLINK "mailto:ldmsawyer@hotmail.com" �ldmsawyer@hotmail.com�


 


Treasurer


Susan Davis, CHMM


Dalton Utilities�Ph: (706) 281-1010�� HYPERLINK "mailto:sndavis@dutil.com" �sndavis@dutil.com�


 


Secretary


Brian Cook, CHMM


CDC


Ph: (404) 639-3417


briancook@comcast.net


 


Past President


Tom Harper, CHMM �Env. Tech. Resources �Ph: (770) 888-8181 �� HYPERLINK "mailto:etri@mindspring.com" �etri@mindspring.com�





CHAIRPERSONS


Communications & Website Chair �Brian Prince, CHMM, MCSE �Onyx Env. Svcs. �Ph: (770) 579-1086 �� HYPERLINK "mailto:bsprince@bellsouth.net" �bsprince@bellsouth.net ���Newsletter Chair �Mike Washington, CHMM �EcoLab �Ph: (770) 954-4519 �� HYPERLINK "mailto:mike.washington@ecolab.com" �mike.washington@ecolab.com���Review Course Chair �John Scarano, CHMM �Scarano Group, Inc. �Ph: (770) 434-3466�� HYPERLINK "mailto:jscarano@bellsouth.net" �jscarano@bellsouth.net ���Government Liaison / Public Relations Chair �LTC Robert E. Gordon, CHMM, CET


Ph: (678) 613-2221 �� HYPERLINK "mailto:robert.gordon2@us.army.mil" �robert.gordon2@us.army.mil�


Membership / Professional Development Chair �AVAILABLE 


NATIONAL & LOCAL ANNOUNCEMENTS & POSTINGS:


ACHMM National Conference


September 14 -1 7, 2003


Fairmont Hotel


Dallas, Texas





AWARD NOMINATIONS DUE APRIL 15, 2003 - Important!�
�
Make us as proud of your members as you are!�Nominate them for a national award!��All award nominations must be submitted by April 15, 2003. Download the nomination forms from the � HYPERLINK "http://www.achmm.org/awards.htm" �awards page� and submit the completed forms as email attachments to academy@achmm.org.�
�



Free Invitational Leadership Training! - Important! 


The strength of any volunteer organization is its individual members who get actively involved and apply their leadership skills. At this annual ACHMM Leadership Seminar you will learn additional techniques to improve those skills, whether on your job or in your local chapter.��� HYPERLINK "http://www.achmm.org/achmmnew/docs/Leadership-2003.pdf" �Download the brochure and registration form.��Deadline is April 10, 2003!  


Manager, Hazardous Materials, Safety & Risk Management (Job# 3275) �Paygrade – 17, Anticipated Hiring Range: $41,252 - $57,326�The Environmental Program manager supervises all environmental Health responsibilities for the university.�Must have: Bachelor's degree and 2 years of supervisory/management experience; or a combination of training and experience.�Preferences: Certification in hazardous Materials (e.g. CHMM) Two plus years experience in Higher Education.�Materials Requested: Both an application form and resume with cover letter.**�Date opened: 03/05/2003�					continued on page 3
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM ACROSS THE ORGANIZATIONS:





ASSE 2003 Professional Development Conference and Expositions


“Advancing the EHS Profession”


June 22 – 25,2003


Denver, Colorado





�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.aiha.org/aihce03/aihce.htm" \t "_blank" �2003 American Industrial Hygiene Conference and Exposition (AIHce)� �� HYPERLINK "http://www.acgih.org/events/exhibit.htm" �Exhibit��May 10-15, 2003�Dallas, Texas�
�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.appcluster05.com/nsc2003splash.cfm" \t "blank" �2003 National Safety Council Congress �


September 8-10, 2003�McCormick Place�Chicago, Illinois 





 ENVIRONMENTAL , SAFETY AND HEALTH NEWS





EPA is taking direct final action to amend certain provisions of the effluent guidelines for the Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Point Source Category, which was published on September 21, 1998 (63 FR 50424). First, EPA is clarifying the date on which a discharger subject to the New Source Performance Standards (NSPS) and the Pretreatment Standards for New Sources (PSNS) would be subject to effluent limitations and pretreatment standards established in the 1998 regulation. Second, this rule re-establishes a minimum concentration for the maximum monthly average BOD5 limitation that EPA inadvertently omitted from the Best Practicable Control Technology (BPT) requirements in two subcategories of the 1998 regulation. Next, the amendments correct an error in EPA's pass-through analysis prepared in support of the 1998 rule and, as a result, deletes methyl Cellosolve (2-methoxyethanol) from the pretreatment standards in two subcategories and from Appendix A, Table 2, “Surrogate Parameters for Indirect Dischargers.” Finally, the Agency is making other non-substantive editorial and format changes such as removing redundancies, and adding definitions.


This rule is effective on June 11, 2003 without further notice, as published in the Federal Register on March 13, 2003, page 12270, unless EPA receives adverse comment by May 12, 2003. If EPA receives such comment, they will publish a timely withdrawal in the Federal Register informing the public that this rule will not take effect.








continued from page 1





EU Chemical Plans Make U.S. Wary 


The U.S. administration is looking nervously at European Union plans for sweeping new regulations for the chemicals industry, a U.S. trade official said. 


The EU executive of the European Commission is expected to launch a proposal in April or May for a system to test and register some 30,000 chemicals. Some industry figures have said the proposed system would be too complicated and bureaucratic. "We are concerned that potentially this policy will have a trade effect," a U.S. trade official told reporters. 


Washington is sensitive to any EU legislation which can create barriers to U.S. companies getting into the European market. It has been considering launching a case against the EU over its effective ban on genetically modified foods. 


The official said that the proposed EU chemicals legislation, launched by the commission as a white paper in February last year, was too wideranging, too detailed and with no sense of a priority in which chemicals should be tested. 


He said the administration backed the idea that the chemicals industry should be safe and environmentally friendly, but added: "We find it very difficult to see that this will actually happen." 


The commission has said its chemicals policy will be aimed at boosting health and the environment, without hitting the competitiveness of the EU chemical industry. 


Chemicals is the EU's second largest manufacturing industry with some 40,000 companies and an annual turnover approaching 400 billion euros. 








OSHA forms alliance to reduce and prevent ergonomic hazards


OSHA formed an Alliance with the American Association of Orthopaedic Surgeons (AAOS) with a specific goal of improving the workplace to prevent future ergonomic-related injuries.


The Alliance specifies that OSHA and AAOS will serve as resources to both AAOS members and OSHA personnel to help them protect workers’ health and safety, particularly in reducing and preventing ergonomic hazards. To accomplish that, both organizations plan on seeking opportunities to jointly develop information at conferences, events, and through media outlets, including their individual web sites. Additionally, OSHA and AAOS will provide speakers and exhibits for conferences and other events to promote OSHA’s comprehensive four-pronged approach to address ergonomic issues.


OSHA has agreed to educate its personnel on current research initiatives and workplace hazard identification, with the help of AAOS resources. Likewise, the Academy will work with OSHA as it develops a clearinghouse of training and education information on ergonomic issues.


Both organizations have agreed to share information supporting the solutions to ergonomic problems already developed by AAOS, as well as examples of hazard recognition strategies and analytical tools with OSHA and others to encourage wide implementation. Finally, OSHA is encouraging Academy members to act as liaisons and resources for OSHA’s various cooperative programs. Joint participation in forums and roundtable discussions on ergonomic problems rounds out the Alliance goals.











Georgia ACHMM Newsletter  1

